bMd

Allaneh Tubetaba's Usiversity

News Science

Print ISSN: 2382-9788

Online ISSN: 2980-9274

Homepage: www.mjourcom.ir

Genealogy of the Changes in the «#Metoo» Social Movement on Instagram

Parinaz Shahid Zadeh!

| Mahnaz Ronaghi Notash 2>/ | Abbas Asadi °

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Culture and communication, Culture and Media Studies Department, Islamic Azad Uni., Markaz Branch,
Tehran, Iran, E-mail: parinazshahidzadeh1400@gmail.com

2.Assistant Prof.In Communication, Communication and Media Studies Department, Islamic Azad Un., Markaz, Branch, Tehran,
Iran. E-mail: ronagh_m@yahoo.com

3 Associate Professor of Journalism, Journalism Department, Allameh Tabataba'i University. Email: abbas.assadi@atu.ac.ir

This article is taken from doctoral thesis titled “The Genealogy of cultural power evolutions on Instagram”.

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 20 June 2024

Received in revised: 19 luly
2024

Accepted: 25 July 2024

Published online :10 August
2024

Keywords:
Genealogy,
Instagram,
#Me-too,

Social movement.

Objective: The purpose of this study is to know the developments of the Me-too social
movement on Instagram. The main question of this research is what have been the changes
of the Me-too social movement on Instagram?

Methods: The research method of this article is Foucault's genealogy with a qualitative
approach and a critical paradigm. The study in this research is based on the content of the
page, posts, highlights, and users' comments on the "@Metoomvmt" Instagram page.
Results: The findings of this research indicate that the efforts of the leaders of the Me-too
social movement in conveying the discourses and achieving the goals, despite the optimal use
of the facilities of the Instagram social network and cyberspace, due to the disruptions that
occurred in its path, have not been very successful.

Many researches have been done about the Me-too movement, but no research with a
genealogical research method and a critical perspective in this context has examined the
developments of this movement on the Instagram social network. Since the aim of this social
movement is to empower the survivor in the world and neglecting it has undesirable
consequences, research in this issue seems necessary.

Conclusions: The results of this research show that me-too movement was not very successful
in its first executive and legal step because the metaphysics of power in all the dimensions of
society are present and effective. Also our collective life, despite the efforts and struggles to
reform discourses and use the facilities of cyberspace, is influenced by many non-discursive
factors, of which the metaphysics of power is one of them and its impossible to achieve and
control it to some extent.
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This article is taken from doctoral thesis titled “The Genealogy of cultural power evolutions on Instagram”.

Introduction

The purpose of this study is to know the developments of the Me-too social movement on
Instagram. The main question of this research is what have been the changes of the Me-too social
movement on Instagram?

Method

The research method of this article is Foucault's genealogy with a qualitative approach and a
critical paradigm. The study in this research is based on the content of the page, posts, highlights,
and users' comments on the "@Metoomvmt™ Instagram page.

Results

This research, using Foucault's genealogical method, has investigated the developments of the
Me-too social movement on Instagram. In the first step, the genealogy of the process of starting
the activity of this social movement, it was reviewed the beginning of entering the cyber - space
and then attended on the Instagram social network. In the second step, the conceptual issues and
related theories were examined in terms of subject and method, the results of which show the
factors of the changes that were raised in the view of UNESCO (needs, skills, creativity, colloquial
language "hashtag and comment in this statistical community" and There have been cross-cultural
connections in this context. Also, in the third step of genealogy, by examining the records of the
subject, it seemed that the Me-too has the characteristics proposed in the theories of Melucci,
Freeman and Alain Tourain. The fourth step was to review the discourses on the page related to
this movement on Instagram and it was determined that this social network is a suitable platform
for reflecting the activities of this movement and navigating the path of treatment, empathy,
education, collective wisdom and efforts to reform culture and stop violence which is one of the
goals of this movement. Although the website of this movement also has extensive activities and
there are links to it. In the fifth, sixth and seventh steps of genealogy by examining the breakpoints
discourse formations on how to change the direction of this movement were analyzed. The eighth
step of power analysis continued with the speech of the leader of this social movement (Tarana
Burke) in TED. In the ninth step and the analysis of resistance, the existing margins around this
social movement and the wrong perceptions of the goals of this movement were discussed and the
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result was that this process tries to help all people affected by sexual violence and there is no gender
difference in it, but its emphasis It is on the black people who form a more vulnerable group in the
society. The tenth step was examined with the now criticism and the genealogical view of the post
related to the cancellation of the conviction of the first defendant in this movement.The findings of
this research indicate that the efforts of the leaders of the Me-too social movement in conveying
the discourses and achieving the goals, despite the optimal use of the facilities of the Instagram
social network and cyberspace, due to the disruptions that occurred in its path, have not been very
successful.

Conclusions

The main goal of this research was "genealogy of the evolution of me-too social movement on
Instagram™. In this research, the examination of the textual and visual data of the Instagram page
of the me-too movement led to the identification of the developments of this social movement. In
stories, users are encouraged to a culture of self-care and empathy with motivational and
therapeutic messages. Instagram features such as highlights (favorites); story (narration with the
help of images); The ability to broadcast live (webinars) has been a great help in promoting and
disseminating the goals of this movement. The news of the cancellation of the sentence of the first
defendant of this movement has also been reported through this network. Of course, it should be
noted that the website of this movement has also been widely active, but, the possibility of easier
access to Instagram and the diversity and scope of sharing have made it more attractive. In the end,
it is mentioned that the results of this research show that the beginning of this movement was with
a revelation and an invitation to other victims to join this event. Empathy, education, cohesion of
collective wisdom and efforts to reform the culture and stop sexual violence and prevent the
normalization of abnormal relationships. In this way, it has covered and helped many people, but
as the leader of this movement pointed out, it has been accused of wrong perceptions and it has
recently become clear that it was not very successful in its first executive and legal step because
the metaphysics of power in all the dimensions of society are present and effective.
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