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Objective: While examining objective indicators, the article seeks to understand the
behavior of celebrities in cyberspace how they affect audiences and public opinion. The
background study led to the extraction of ten indicators celebrities use to play a role in the
social network and attract fans. The research hypothesis is that there is a correlation between
these patterns and the attraction of public opinion.

Methods: The research method is survey. The statistical population of the study is Iranian
users active on Instagram and follows 10 active and prominent celebrities. Cochran's formula
was used to calculate the sample size of indeterminate populations. The researcher sent a
questionnaire to 40 followers of each celebrity, and a total of 400 questionnaires were
completed and received, which showed that each user followed an average of 5.9 celebrities
and spent 3.5 hours on social networks.

Results: The results showed that there is a significant relationship between these variables to
0/759 on the Pearson correlation scale, which is not meaningful based on gender, but is
meaningful based on education level, and low-educated people are more affected by
celebrities than high-educated people.

In the ten indicators, "imitation and modeling™ and "lifestyle" have the strongest connection
and most impact on public opinion. The findings confirm theoretical framework theories like
performative society, cultural consumption and parasocial relationship, and celebrities in the
new social media platform are not only the source of entertainment, but also play a
significant role in attracting and shaping public opinion by greatly influencing the attitudes
and thoughts of users.

Conclusions: The issues that celebrities raise are important to public opinion, and the
amount of presence on social networks and following the pages of celebrities can model for
users and not only be effective in shaping the flow of public opinion, but also strengthen or
weaken them, so it makes the need to pay attention to this issue and its consequences more
obvious to policymakers and media professionals.
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This article is taken from doctoral thesis titled “Methods of attracting public opinion by celebrities on social networks and
providing a practical model”.

Introduction

While examining objective indicators, the article seeks to understand the behavior of
celebrities in cyberspace how they affect audiences and public opinion. The background
study led to the extraction of decimal indicators that celebrities use to play a role in the
social network and attract fans. The research hypothesis is that there is a relationship
between these patterns and the attraction of public opinion.

Method

In the survey study of Iranian Instagram users (400 people), they follow an average of 5/9
celebrities and spend 5/3 hours a day on social networks. According to the findings, there is
a meaningful relationship between the patterns used by celebrities and the attraction of
public opinion by 0/759 on the Pearson correlation scale, which is not meaningful based on
gender, but is meaningful based on education level, and people with lower education are
more affected by celebrities than people with higher education.

Results

The results show that there is high correlation between 9 of the 10 behavioral patterns of
celebrities and attracting public opinion, however, the impact of these patterns varies. The
pattern of imitation and modeling has the strongest relationship with attracting public
opinion (r=0/663, p<0/05) and the lifestyle pattern has the second strong relationship with
attracting public opinion (r=0/682, p<0/05). These patterns show that celebrities can use
these methods to influence public opinion the most. patterns of reflection events, fame,
beauty, fun, emotions, and streamlining all have positive and meaningful relationships with
public opinion attraction(p<0/05). The pattern of financial incentives has a weak and
meaningful relationship with the attraction of public opinion (r=0/566, p<0/05). The
literacy model has the weakest relationship with public opinion attraction (r=0/390,
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p<0/05). This pattern shows that media literacy of users can resist the influence of
celebrities on public opinion to some extent. The results of the comparison of the average
score of each of the 10 behavioral patterns of celebrities also show that the highest average
are "media literacy" (5237/14) and "streamlining” (7125/13) patterns, and public opinion
gives the most importance to these patterns, which shows the overall impact of celebrity
behavioral patterns on public opinion attraction, and different patterns of influence may be
observed in different groups of audiences and topics.

The examination of the ten public opinion attraction indicators showed that celebrity fans
often align with their thoughts, and although they are aware of the consequences of
celebrity behavior, they admire the style and coverage of their favorite celebrity, and the
role of imitating celebrity behavior is evident among teenagers and young people, and the
change in the lifestyle of users can be influenced by the recommendations of favorite
celebrities, especially among young people and teenagers.these results were found (Abbasi,
Jafari, 1399) it confirms celebrities and user lifestyles. Celebrities also usually comment on
important social events, and their fans like to watch and analyze things from the perspective
of their favorite celebrity, and therefore the republication of celebrity comments on
important social issues of society by their fans makes celebrities more visible and affects
public opinion of society, which it's consistent with Centeno (2016) and Bidullah Khani
and Kohraze (2019) researches. The findings confirm theoretical framework theories such
as performative society, cultural consumption and parasocial relationship.

Conclusions

This research shows that celebrities on social media have become thought leaders beyond
entertainment and have significant power over public opinion. The topics that celebrities
raise are important to public opinion, and the amount of presence on social networks and
following celebrity pages can be modeled for users, and not only are they effective in
shaping the flow of public opinion, but also they strengthen or weaken them, and because
of their reputation and as symbols of success, they have the potential to change people's
attitudes and beliefs by accessing a large population. Through different platforms, they
communicate with their audience and share their views on different issues. With the advent
of social media, government influence in public opinion has diminished, and celebrities
have become the main actors in the field. By publishing engaging and relevant content,
they gain the trust of the audience and encourage them to follow. This power is an
opportunity to bring about positive developments in society such as promoting awareness
of important issues or encouraging participation in charity. However, the abuse of this
power can lead to the promotion of biased and misleading views, so there is also the
possibility of public opinion manipulation by celebrities and users, policymakers and media
professionals should be aware of this possibility and take measures to reduce it.
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