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Objective: With the aim of providing a solution to deal with false information and fake news
in social networks, this research investigated one of the popular news games in this field called
"Breaking Harmony Square" news game. The game is based on the idea that by exposing
players to "small doses" of political misinformation, they can be immunized against
conspiracy fantasies, thereby helping them build "antibodies" to deal with the "fake news" in
the real world.

Methods: The research method used is a case study. In this research, the various dimensions
of the Harmony Square news game are examined in depth; for this purpose, according to the
case study research method, four steps were carried out for the in-depth understanding of a
case.

Results: the five concepts of trolling, enhancing the illusion of free access, emotional
language, conspiracy theory and polarization have been the focus of game developers in all
stages of the game. The findings show that the five concepts of trolling, artificial enhancement
of access, emotional language, conspiracy theory and polarization have been the focus of
developers. People who played Square Harmony rated manipulated social media posts using
the above techniques as less credible after playing the game, became more confident in their
ability to identify such content, and were less willing to share such content to Share on their
social networks.

Conclusions: These findings emphasize the potential of games with social impact as an
effective approach to deal with misleading, fake or manipulative content in the social network
space. According to the results of this research, it seems that this claim can be considered
important and confirm the hypothesis that "news games will become an important part of the
future of journalism or not, it is a matter of will rather than technology". According to Bogost's
claims and the results of his research, the lack of attention to the development of news games
in the last decade shows that despite the advancement of media technologies, there is no will
necessary for the growth and development of news games.

The hypothesis "news game is a necessity for portraying and discourse in the future media
industry, especially news media" is also worth pondering because the Harmony Square game
showed how important awareness and news literacy is for citizens to play their positive role
in democratic societies and their correct decision-making are vital in political participation,
and not paying attention to them will not only lead to the mushroom growth of fake news, but
parallel to them, conspiracy theories are another pole of disagreement and They will cause
conflict in society. Finally, the hypothesis that "news game like journalism can benefit the
people and serve democracy" is confirmed by relying on the game investigated in this
research. Considering the main idea of this research and the experimental and media
awareness approaches with the focus on interactive media, it is clear that the whole news
game is a service to democracy and even in line with theories such as Habermas's public
sphere can be considered as a knowledgeable influence of interactive media on democracy.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Newsgame vs. Fake News: A Case Study of Breaking Harmony Square
Esmaeil Afghahi®

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Communications, Research Center for Culture, Art & Communication, Tehran,
Iran. E-mail: eafghahi@yahoo.com

Interduction:

The news game not only in scientific and industrial media circles in Iran but also in the world has
not been able to achieve the position that was expected in the first decade of the 21st century.
Various factors play a role in the failure of this research and industrial field, the main of which is
probably related to the characteristics of the news. The importance of freshness of news and its
short life span have made the news game unable to achieve significant success due to it. This has
caused the number of news games that have been produced and published to be very few. This
situation also shows a research gap, and therefore, researchers can adopt new perspectives and
assumptions for the development of this field by examining the various aspects of the existing
literature in the field of news games.

With the aim of providing a solution to deal with false information and fake news in social
networks, this research investigated one of the popular news games in this field called "Breaking
Harmony Square™” news game. The game is based on the idea that by exposing players to "small
doses" of political misinformation, they can be immunized against conspiracy fantasies, thereby
helping them build "antibodies” to deal with the "fake news" in the real world.

Methods:

The research method used is a case study. In this research, the various dimensions of the Harmony
Square news game are examined in depth; for this purpose, according to the case study research
method, four steps were carried out for the in-depth understanding of a case.

After stating the problem and choosing the case; Research background and planning for field
operations were investigated. The third step is collecting data and organizing them. During the
interpretation and analysis of the data, the researcher focused on the Harmony Square news game.
By directly observing the documents and reports of the game, various social, economic and cultural
factors that probably affected the case are revealed. In other words, this game is placed in the core
of an inner circle, and the surrounding circles are the social, economic and cultural fields that
surround this game. The last step is to compile the report.

Results:

The findings show that the five concepts of trolling, enhancing the illusion of free access, emotional
language, conspiracy theory and polarization have been the focus of game developers in all stages
of the game. People who played Square Harmony rated manipulated social media posts using the
above techniques as less credible after playing the game, became more confident in their ability to
identify such content, and were less willing to share such content to Share on their social networks.
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The findings show that the five concepts of trolling, artificial enhancement of access, emotional
language, conspiracy theory and polarization have been the focus of developers.

Conclusions:

These findings emphasize the potential of games with social impact as an effective approach to
deal with misleading, fake or manipulative content in the social network space.

Political ideology did not interact with the learning effect provided by Harmony Square, meaning
that the game was effective in teaching manipulation techniques to both liberals and conservatives.
The finding that intervention can be effective across party lines is particularly important given the
polarization of the US media landscape, but also the term "fake news" itself is very important.
According to the results of this research, it seems that this claim can be considered important and
confirm the hypothesis that "news games will become an important part of the future of journalism
or not, it is a matter of will rather than technology". According to Bogost's claims and the results
of his research, the lack of attention to the development of news games in the last decade shows
that despite the advancement of media technologies, there is no will necessary for the growth and
development of news games.

The hypothesis "news game is a necessity for portraying and discourse in the future media industry,
especially news media” is also worth pondering because the Harmony Square game showed how
important awareness and news literacy is for citizens to play their positive role in democratic
societies and their correct decision-making are vital in political participation, and not paying
attention to them will not only lead to the mushroom growth of fake news, but parallel to them,
conspiracy theories are another pole of disagreement and They will cause conflict in society.

In confirmation of this hypothesis that "news game, an example of the future of digital games; not
in terms of technology but in terms of its role and influence in culture™; it should be said that culture
means content. Therefore, the impact of news games as a multimedia content is certain, which has
a functional and central impact on the field of culture. But the point here is how much of the serious
games can be as a news game. Due to the nature of news that has the property of being outdated,
the decision about which events will become a news game is the main key to planning a news game
in the field of culture. This was well demonstrated by the researched game, which, considering the
importance of citizens' role-playing in political and social processes and participations such as
elections, choosing the event is the main subject.

Finally, the hypothesis that "news game like journalism can benefit the people and serve
democracy” is confirmed by relying on the game investigated in this research. Considering the
main idea of this research and the experimental and media awareness approaches with the focus on
interactive media, it is clear that the whole news game is a service to democracy and even in line
with theories such as Habermas's public sphere can be considered as a knowledgeable influence of
interactive media on democracy.
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' « NEW POLL: CORRUPTION ON MANY PEOPLE’S MINDS

Ashley Ploog’s approval ratings drop as the
internet is awash with corruption rumors. From
Harmony Square, I’'m Ronald Bordeaux.

( Wait, "Ronald Bordeaux™? )
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