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Objective: In today's media world, Instagram is one of the media that has made
sharing photos and images extremely fun and pleasant, and with it, a new visual
communication has been formed.

Methods: The purpose of this mixed research is to study the network culture on
Instagram and an attempt has been made to identify the main themes of the network
culture on Instagram, and to quantitatively analyze the prevalence and
consequences of these phenomena/categories in the community of Iranian users.
Results: The experiences of the participants showed that, in their opinion,
Instagram means more than anything else, the accessibility of other people's images
and a new way of seeing and being seen. In his assessment, the effects and
consequences of using Instagram were expressed in dual emotions mixed with
positive and negative emotions.

Conclutions: According to the findings, the culture that dominates the Instagram
network can be presented in 5 general themes of "illusion of knowledge", "counter-
cultural discourse”, "networked individualism"”, "celebrity culture" and
"activism/invisible resistance". Based on quantitative analysis, all the mentioned
items in the Instagram space of Iranian users were evaluated above average.
Keywords: Instagram, culture, individualism, resistance, self-expression.
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In today's media world, Instagram is one of the media that has made sharing photos and images
extremely fun and pleasant, and with it, a new visual communication has been formed.

The purpose of this mixed research is to study the network culture on Instagram and an attempt has
been made to identify the main themes of the network culture on Instagram, and to quantitatively
analyze the prevalence and consequences of these phenomena/categories in the community of
Iranian users. In fact, it should be said that Instagram identifies the major needs of users, including:
cognitive, informational, social, and entertainment needs, and provides members with it as an
effective communication tool in the field of information search. According to the definition of
culture, this can highlight the understanding of the concept of culture in social networks. Therefore,
considering that the social network Instagram is one of the most popular social networks in the
world and in Iran, the researcher in this study intends to identify the network culture of Iranians on
Instagram.

The current research was a type of sequential exploratory mixed studies, first a qualitative study
using thematic analysis and then a quantitative survey study.

Regarding the field of research (Instagram), the target community was formed by academic experts
and experts in the field of social networks and people active in the field of Instagram. The tool for
collecting information in the qualitative part of this study is semi-structured interviews conducted
through the visual and auditory process in a period of 40 to 70 minutes. A researcher-made
guestionnaire was used in the quantitative part. To validate the findings, Guba and Lincoln's
criteria (reliability, transferability, reliability, and verifiability) and researchers' review and
interweaving technique were used to obtain as many different viewpoints as possible and more
comprehensive and in-depth data. In-depth interviews were used for continuous comparison and
conceptualization in line with the criteria of verifiability. Also, according to this research, in
addition to the content of social networks, in the era of electronic communication and the global
village, the format of these networks plays a role in the formation of the specific culture of this
period.

During the theoretical coding of the data, the findings include 108 important non-repetitive and non-

overlapping statements under 5 central themes: "illusion of knowledge", "counter-cultural discourse",
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"networked individualism", "celebrity culture™ and "activism and "Resistance" are located. What is
called as the illusion of knowledge in this research has shown the way the participants look at the
knowledge aspect of Instagram, which according to the respondents, the space of Instagram is not
useful, the space of learning and consolidation of information and only gives small pieces of
information to users as media literacy. Countercultural discourse is one of the most important dark
spots in social networks, especially Instagram. The participants' statements about networked
individualism led us to 10 semantic units and 2 sub-themes, which were placed under the main theme
of "networked individualism". In this research, celebrity culture is obtained from the semantic unit of
sub-theme. One of the most important positive aspects of the networked culture on Instagram is the
theme we call "invisible activism/resistance"”. This theme covers a spectrum from participation to
resistance. Also, according to this research, in addition to the content of social networks, in the era of
electronic communication and the global village, the format of these networks plays a role in the
formation of the specific culture of this period. In fact, it should be said that network culture does not
only include the content consumed by users, but is influenced by the increasing creation of content
produced by them, among which, the role of mobile media in making the cultural world of virtual
social networks more familiar and intimate is significant. Because media consumption is not only
limited to the home or office environment, but has penetrated into daily life and created multitasking
users, where the private self is supplemented or combined with the public self and a kind of
"mobilization of the private environment” has emerged. Virtual social networks are a forum where
people start producing and consuming their images on a daily basis...

As it has been determined from the results of previous research and the information of this article
also confirms it, Instagram as a new media along with other visual and audio media and a very
widely used application among Iranians, has a significant function in creating a virtual social
network for action. Cultural and social issues have been found. Instagram was an attractive social
network for all the people of the world since its launch in 2010, but Iranian users made this social
network very popular. According to the findings of the research, one of the most important
components of network culture on Instagram is self-expression, which is a function of the contrast
between the official and informal culture of Iranian society and the dominance of oral culture over
written culture. Vandalism, profanity and gossip are all part of anomalies. are influenced by the
prevailing atmosphere and collective actions on Instagram. Based on the results of this research, it
can be claimed that Instagram has an effect on most moments of Iranians' lives, and this effect is
different for different people and based on their social and cultural backgrounds. Therefore, to use
this social network optimally, it should be managed and used in a rich way.
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