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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction:

Mass media, with its interdisciplinary nature, profoundly influences attitudes, thoughts, interests,
and behaviors of individuals in contemporary societies. As advanced communication and
information technologies continue to evolve and spread, the ways in which governance and
interactions between citizens and political systems occur have become more networked and
organized. These changes introduce both challenges and opportunities into the social and political
arenas. A key area facing structural challenges is national order, social security, and political
governance. The Islamic Republic of Iran, due to its unique governance mechanisms, is more
susceptible to these issues compared to other countries. Consequently, there is a heightened need
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to pay special attention to these transformations and their impacts on the political and social
systems. Indeed, these changes not only affect public behaviors and attitudes but can also lead to
shaping policies and making major decisions at the national level.

Method:

This article uses a qualitative approach, specifically thematic analysis, to design and develop a
network of concepts and a conceptual model. For data collection, it leverages library and
documentary sources as well as semi-structured interviews with academic experts and specialists
in national order, social movements, and virtual media. After collecting the data, initial coding was
performed, and the materials were organized according to the established conceptual model. This
approach enhances the understanding of relationships and structures within the examined fields,
facilitating more precise analyses in these areas.

Results:

This research reveals that the rise of social media technologies has substantially altered
communication methods among individuals, organizations, and government bodies. These
changes have enhanced the interaction between governments and citizens, presenting both new
opportunities and challenges for governance and decision-making processes. In examining the
governance issues in the Islamic Republic of Iran and other regimes, it's evident that various tools
have been used over the last two decades to weaken the national authority of Iran. Recent social
and street movements serve as clear examples of attempts to disrupt the country's stable security
and order. Factors such as political and religious polarization, the generation of provocative
campaigns, undermining authority within key systems and institutions, rumor spreading and
exaggerating weaknesses, character assassination of influential figures, recruitment for illegal
gatherings, and fueling ethnic, political, generational, and gender divides have all been employed
within virtual spaces to destabilize Iran's national order. Additionally, promoting terrorist and
divergent ideologies and eroding cultural and religious beliefs have been used in these efforts over
the past decade. This underscores how Iran's national stability is intricately linked with multiple
fields, including social networks and modern media.

Conclusions:

The expansion of virtual spaces and internet tools has fundamentally altered modern lifestyles,
impacting governance and social relationships. These changes shape how citizens interact,
presenting both opportunities and challenges for governments and society. Social media, in
particular, serves as a pivotal element in this digital era, especially evident during protests and
social unrest. Engagement in social media significantly increases the likelihood of participating in
social actions, acting as a catalyst for collective movements and social crises. Recognizing these
dynamics, major powers view social media as a strategic tool to influence public opinion and
advance their agendas globally. The communication revolution and the internet's impact,
especially through social media, have profoundly transformed the nature and structure of societal
power worldwide, affecting both developed and developing nations.

The features and functions of social networks have notably impacted the national order's structure
in various societies, including Iran. These platforms give users the sense that they can deviate from
existing norms and societal orders. In this digital space, users can create virtual identities, living
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in a realm where real-world rules seem less significant. This environment offers new generations
the perception that adherence to social rules in the real world is unnecessary, potentially leading
to disorder. Furthermore, ignoring social norms and regulations in this context can weaken social
bonds and collective identity within communities, thereby influencing social and political
structures.
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